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By: Irene Gray

Pictured above, Irene
Gray and husband, Dave, enjoy
geocaching at Great Causeway Ireland.
(more on Giant’s Causeway, page 8)

“We were in Europe for three weeks & traveled all
over Switzerland and went to France, Germany, Italy, Ireland, Swiss Alps, Lugano, Zurich!” - Irene
“Join the anytime, anywhere, real world
adventure” geocaching.com

GEOCACHING is the real-world treasure hunt that's happening right now, all around you. Participants navigate to a specific
set of GPS coordinates and then attempt to find the geocache
(container) hidden at that location. There are over two million
active geocaches and over 6 million geocachers worldwide, even
right around your home. Though Irene travels abroad, you can
visit geocaching.com, enter your location and start your own
adventure right in your hometown.

Pictured below, left to right: Bernie, Dave & Irene having some fun for the camera!

“I found over 100 caches while out in Europe. That took me over
900 caches since I started caching in March of 2013.” - Irene
Team pictured below, left to right: Bernie, Helene, Dave & Irene.
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Fribourg, Switzerland

Old City

This is where Irene’s friends Bernie &
Helene live (pictured above inset with
Irene and Dave). Together, they traveled all over Europe.
Fribourg is the 2nd geocache of Irene’s
fantastical adventure and the capital of
the Swiss Canton of Fribourg and the
district of Sarine.

It is located on both sides of the river
Saane/Sarine, (pictured above) on the
Swiss plateau, and is an important economic, administrative and educational
center on the cultural border between
German and French Switzerland.
Its Old City, (pictured left) is one of the
best maintained in Switzerland, sits on
a small rocky hill above the valley of
the Sarine. (Parks & caches pictured right)
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Youghal Ireland

Youghal, Ireland is one of Irene’s favorite places. She describes it as a “beautiful town and great food.” Below is her team dining in Cork! Cork was
home of many scenes in the 1954 version of Moby Dick featuring Gregory Peck. While there, Writer/Director/Producer John Huston used the bar
as his headquarters to plan each day’s filming. The town’s harbor basin (pictured above) in front of Moby Dick’s bar, was used to stand in as the
New Bedford harbor with locals appearing as extras in the ship’s departure scene. Irene is certainly having some nautical fun! (pictured below right)
Youghal’s 19th century lighthouse also appears in a scene of the Pequod setting out to sea on her fateful voyage. Anchors Away! (more next page)
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Screaminmamas.com

Giant’s Causeway,
Ireland

FUN TRIVIA: The Giant’s Causeway is
an area of about 40,000 interlocking basalt columns, (pictured left) the result of
an ancient volcanic eruption. It is also
known as Clochán an Aifir or Clochán
na bhFomhórach in Irish and tha Giant’s Causey in Ulster-Scots.
According to legend, the columns are
the remains of a causeway built by a giant. The Irish giant Fionn mac Cumhaill
(Finn MacCool), from the Fenian Cycle
of Gaelic mythology, was challenged to
a fight by the Scottish giant Benandonner. Fionn accepted the challenge and
built the causeway across the North
Channel so that the two giants could
meet.
In one version of the story, Fionn defeats Benandonner. In another, Fionn
hides from Benandonner when he realises that his foe is much bigger than he.
Fionn's wife, Oonagh, disguises Fionn
as a baby and tucks him in a cradle.
When Benandonner sees the size of the
'baby', he reckons that its father, Fionn,
must be a giant among giants and he
flees back to Scotland in fright!
Pictured above right: amazing hexagonal
rocks; below right: Irene taking on a Giant
rock! Read more about the Fenians page 20,
in the story, “Dancing Sisters of Charity.” •
4

